Localization of basement membrane components in mucous membrane pemphigoid.
We examined the distribution of laminin, type IV collagen, and fibronectin in subepithelial vesicles of oral mucous membrane pemphigoid (MMP). Indirect immunofluorescence staining of these macromolecules was performed on 10 frozen biopsy specimens of oral MMP. We found type IV collagen in the connective tissue floor and laminin in the epithelial roof of these lesions. Our results suggest that the inflammatory injury in oral MMP may disrupt the interaction of laminin with type IV collagen in the basement membrane zone.